Adapt the template and send it to foodprices@gov.scot

Subject: Consultation response – Price Controls on Essential Food Items

Dear Scottish Government,

I am writing in response to the consultation on Price Controls on Essential Food Items.

I support the aim of ensuring that people in Scotland can access affordable, nutritious food. However, I am concerned that retail price caps could have unintended consequences for food and farming businesses across the supply chain.

I am a [farmer / processor / wholesaler / butcher / other food business] based in [location]. [Add one or two sentences about your business, what you produce/process/sell and the role it plays locally.]

My main concern is that a lower retail price does not reduce the real costs involved in producing, processing, transporting and selling food. Those costs still have to be met somewhere, and there is a risk that pressure could be passed back to producers, processors, wholesalers or smaller retailers.

At this stage, the proposals also leave significant questions unanswered, including which products would be included, how prices would be set, how the scheme would be reviewed and what safeguards would protect businesses elsewhere in the supply chain.

I am particularly concerned that price caps could:
· increase pressure on producer and processor returns
· make lower-cost imported products more attractive and weaken Scottish and British sourcing
· distort demand between products and affect wider market returns
· create unfair competitive pressure for independent retailers and local high streets
· reduce confidence for businesses making long-term investment decisions
· benefit all shoppers, including higher-income households and visitors, rather than targeting support at those most in need, while creating wider supply-chain costs

[Optional: add one short example of how the proposals could affect your own business, such as costs, sourcing, customers, margins or investment plans.]

Before taking forward legislation, I would urge Scottish Government to carry out a full product specific and whole supply chain impact assessment. This should consider impacts on producers, processors, wholesalers, independent retailers, domestic sourcing, imports, food security, employment and local economies.

Government should also demonstrate that retail price caps would effectively support households most in need, and that the consumer affordability benefit would outweigh the potential economic disruption elsewhere in the food system.

I support action to improve food affordability, but this must not undermine the businesses that produce, process and sell food in Scotland.

Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Business / organisation]
[Location]

